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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 06 
January 2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 12 recites the limitation "the working edge" in Line 6. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3. Claims 5-6, 10-11, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kersh, US 2,516,396. 

Kersh discloses the claimed invention including a retaining handle (10), a 
retaining body (12) held by the retaining handle (10), the retaining body comprising a 
first portion covered by the retaining handle (the upper surface portion of 12 is "covered" 
by the retaining handle as its shown in Figures 2-3) and a second portion not covered 
by the retaining handle (the lower surface portion of 12, see Figures 2-3), and a 
cleaning element (assembly of 32, 34) comprising an elastic band of cleaning material 
surrounding the retaining body with elastic bias (Column 3 Lines 40-51) and wedged in 
between the retaining handle and the retaining body (Figures 2-3; Column 3 Lines 47- 
57), the cleaning element further comprising a first working surface and at least one 
second working surface (a first working surface is a portion of 32, 34, the second 
working surface is a different portion of 32, 34), wherein the cleaning element is capable 
of being movable from a first functional position to at least one second functional 
position (as the cleaning element is flexible and can be easily assembled and 
disassembled, Column 3 Line 40 to Column 4 Line 4), wherein the first working surface 
is adjacent to the second portion of the retaining body when the cleaning element is 
moved into a first functional position and wherein the at least one second working 
surface is adjacent to the second portion of the retaining body when the cleaning 
element is moved into the at least one second functional position. Regarding claim 5, 
the cleaning element is a cleaning plush (32, see Figures). Regarding claim 6, the 
retaining body has lateral depressions (see Figures 2-3) into which the elastically 
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deformably retaining handle engages with a non-positive and positive lock and in this 
connection wedges the cleaning element in between itself and the retaining body 
(Column 3 Lines 3-39). Regarding claim 10, the retaining body also has a working 
surface that is round when viewed in cross section with a round working edge (see 
Figures). Regarding claim 1 1, the retaining handle has a Q-shaped configuration in 
cross-section, having a center axis (would be a vertical central axis to the position of the 
device in Figure 2), whereby two pressure ridges that lie diametrically opposite one 
another (20 and 20) with reference to the center axis (Figure 2), are disposed on the 
retaining handle oriented in opposite directions (Figure 2) which run perpendicular to the 
retaining body (see Figures). Regarding claim 12, an extension projects perpendicularly 
away from the pressure ridges (22) is disposed on free ends of the pressure ridges, in 
each instance (see Figures 2-3), which extension runs parallel to the retaining body and 
is oriented towards the working edge (Figures 2-3). 

4. Claims 7, 10, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nakamura, US 3,955,233. 

Nakamura discloses the claimed invention including a retaining handle (4), a 
retaining body (5) held by the retaining handle (4), the retaining body comprising a first 
portion covered by the retaining handle (the lower surface portion of 5 is "covered" by 
the retaining handle as its shown in Figure 2) and a second portion not covered by the 
retaining handle (the upper surface portion of 5, see Figure 2), and a cleaning element 
(6) comprising an elastic band of cleaning material surrounding the retaining body with 
elastic bias (Column 1 Line 66 to Column 2 Line 2) and wedged in between the 
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retaining handle and the retaining body (in that the cleaning element 6 is wrapping the 
surface of the retaining body 5, Column 1 Line 66 to Column 2 Line 1), the cleaning 
element further comprising a first working surface and at least one second working 
surface (a first working surface is a portion of 6, the second working surface is a 
different portion of 6), wherein the cleaning element is capable of being movable from a 
first functional position to at least one second functional position (as the cleaning 
element is flexible and can be easily detached and reassembled, Column 2 Lines 16- 
20), wherein the first working surface is adjacent to the second portion of the retaining 
body when the cleaning element is moved into a first functional position and wherein the 
at least one second working surface is adjacent to the second portion of the retaining 
body when the cleaning element is moved into the at least one second functional 
position. Regarding claim 7, the retaining body consists of a stiff, elastic foam material 
(Column 1 Lines 63-65). Regarding claim 10, the retaining body also has a working 
surface that is round when viewed in cross section with a round working edge (see 
Figures). 

5. Claims 5, 7-8, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Buck etal., US 5,042,105. 

Buck discloses the claimed invention including a retaining handle (14, 16), a 
retaining body (18) held by the retaining handle (14, 16), the retaining body comprising 
a first portion covered by the retaining handle (the upper surface portion of 18 is 
"covered" by the retaining handle as its shown in Figures 2-3) and a second portion not 
covered by the retaining handle (the lower surface portion of 18, see Figures 2-3), and a 
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cleaning element (10) comprising an elastic band of cleaning material surrounding the 
retaining body with elastic bias (Column 2 Line 64 to Column 3 Line 3) and wedged in 
between the retaining handle and the retaining body (Figure 3), the cleaning element 
further comprising a first working surface and at least one second working surface (a 
first working surface is a portion of 10, the second working surface is a different portion 
of 10), wherein the cleaning element is capable of being movable from a first functional 
position to at least one second functional position (as the cleaning element is flexible 
and can be easily detached and reassembled, Column 3 Lines 23-31), wherein the first 
working surface is adjacent to the second portion of the retaining body when the 
cleaning element is moved into a first functional position and wherein the at least one 
second working surface is adjacent to the second portion of the retaining body when the 
cleaning element is moved into the at least one second functional position. Regarding 
claim 5, the cleaning element is a cleaning plush (terry cloth, Column 2 Lines 18-19). 
Regarding claim 7, the retaining body consists of a stiff, elastic foam material (Column 2 
Lines 8-9). Regarding claim 8, the retaining body also has a working surface that is 
rectangular when viewed in cross section with two straight working edges (see Figures). 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Buck et 
al., US 5,042,105 in view of Ichikawa et al., JP 2002-143065 (see also computer 
generated English translation). 

Buck et al. disclose all elements previously mentioned above, however does not 
disclose that the retaining body has a working surface that is triangular when viewed in 
cross-section, having a working edge that comes to a point. 

Ichikawa et al. teach a floor cleaning device including a retaining body (12, 16) 
held by a retaining handle (14, 20), on which a cleaning element (18) can be fixed in a 
first functional position (as shown in the Figures) and is capable of being transferred 
from the first functional position into at least one second functional position (as a user is 
capable of shifting or reversing the side facing outwards of 1 8 or fully removing the 
sheet). Regarding claim 9, the retaining body has a working surface that is triangular 
(16; see Figure 1b or Figures 5a, 5c-5e). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the cross-sectional shape of the retaining body of Buck et al. to be 
triangular so that there is a working edge that comes to a point, as Ichikawa et al. teach, 
so that the body has a shape better suited for some cleaning tasks in narrow crevices 
that may require a pointed edge. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura C. Guidotti whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
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1272. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30am - 5pm, 
alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Monica Carter can be reached on (571) 272-4475. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Laura C Guidotti/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3727 
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